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President Unveils Plan to Close Early Childhood Education Gap 
President George W. Bush today unveiled a new early childhood proposal to 
help states and local communities strengthen early learning for children. 
 

The President’s goal is to ensure that children are equipped with the skills 
they need to start school ready to learn.  According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, 38 percent of children age five or younger receive 
child care primarily from a parent.  The remaining 62 percent receive care 
through an arrangement of sources (other relatives, childcare centers 
including Head Start, and caretakers).   
 

Because a majority of young children are cared for outside the home, 
President Bush has introduced a plan to ensure that children develop the 
physical, emotional, social, and cognitive skills they will need for the rest of 
their lives. 
 

The President’s initiative addresses three major areas: 
 Strengthening Head Start:  Through the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Bush Administration will develop a new 
accountability system for Head Start to ensure that every center meets 
high standards in teaching children early literacy, language, and 
mathematical skills.   
 Partnering with States to Improve Early Childhood Education:  The 
initiative creates a stronger federal-state partnership by asking states to 
develop quality criteria for early childhood education. 
 Providing Information to Teachers and Parents: The initiative creates 
a public awareness campaign targeted towards teachers and parents. 
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The President’s new initiative 
will provide parents and 
teachers information and 
curriculum to help teach 
children successful vocabulary,
math, and pre-reading skills. 

President Bush continues to 
make the education of children 
in America one of his top 
domestic priorities. 

This initiative builds on the No 
Child Left Behind Act, which 
holds states and local 
communities accountable for 
ensuring that children are 
receiving a good education. 
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